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Demographics
Wisconsin’s population is less diverse than that of the United 

States as a whole.

As with the rest of the country, the current generation of girls (from 
birth to 18 years old) is more diverse than previous generations.





Economic Health
Nearly one in five girls in Wisconsin lives below the poverty level.

Economic distress is correlated with race and ethnicity.





Substance Use
Rates of youth smoking continue to decline in Wisconsin and nationally.

Girls in Wisconsin report higher rates of alcohol use than boys.







Sexual Health
Students continue to report declining rates of sexual activity and teen pregnancy.

Rates of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are higher in Milwaukee County 
than in other parts of the state.





Mental Health
38% of girls and 16% of boys responded “yes” to the question: 

During the past 12 months, did you ever feel so sad or hopeless almost every day 
for two weeks or more in a row that you stopped doing some usual activities?

50.3% of girls and 29.2% of boys reported having significant problems with anxiety 
over the past 12 months.

More Wisconsin girls than boys report suicidal planning and behaviors as well as 
self-harm behaviors.

Suicidal youth report lower rates of being able to access 

help when needed.













Violence and Abuse
Higher rates of child abuse are found in girls compared to boys in Wisconsin.

28.3% of Wisconsin girls and 20.1% of Wisconsin boys reported being bullied on 
school property at least once.

7.6% of Wisconsin girls reported that they did not go to school at least once in the 
past month because they felt unsafe.

Of the 5,294 total sex offenses in 2017, 4501 were female.
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Media Engagement
Social media and smartphone use is almost ubiquitous in teens’ lives.

Girls, more than boys, are heavy online consumers. Of those teens surveyed nationally, half of girls 
reported being “near-constant” users compared to 39% of boys.

There has been a dramatic increase in the numbers of hours Wisconsin girls report being on 
computers or video or computer games. 

They now surpass boys in this measure.

33.6% of Wisconsin 9th grade girls survey reported being cyberbullied.

Overall the rate is 24.9% of high school girls compared 

with 11.9% of boys.







Civic Engagement
30,000 girls turn 18 each year in Wisconsin and become eligible to vote.

Young women are more likely to vote than young men and young Black women 
have the highest rate of voter turnout of ethnic groups studied.
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