
“What if…”



What?
 Dedicated spaces for imaginative play and 

learning to support literacy skill development.

 Themes/Content change.

 Designed for preschool and school-aged children.



Why?
 Libraries as Destinations

 Drop-in = Inclusive

 Literacy Skills

 Possible Partnerships

 IT’S A PASSIVE PROGRAM!



How?
 When and how will you roll out the new theme 

(you can swap out while kids are playing with it)

 Change out content regularly

 Plan at least 2 themes out

 Teachers pay Teachers

 Pinterest

 Other Libraries!

 Marie Boleman
Oshkosh Public Library
boleman@oshkoshpubliclibrary.org
920-236-5207

 Katrina Wulff
Neenah Public Library
wulff@neenahlibrary.org
920-886-6335

mailto:wulff@neenahlibrary.org




Planning & Organizing
Neenah’s Play Literacy Line Up:

September/October 2019– Chores

November/December 2019 – Bakery/Baking

 *Crazy for Cookies is November 9

January /February 2020 – Doctor’s Office

 *Stuffed Animal Clinic is January 11

March/April 2020 – Science Lab

 *Mad Scientist Program is March 7

May 2020 – palate cleanser: ______________ (?) / Flower Shop (?)

June/July 2020 – Construction Site

August 2020 – Beach 

September 2020  – palate cleanser: Play Scarves 

 *Saturday Storytime (?)



Planning & Organizing



Give them 
a way to 
interact 

with you.
(the librarian)



Give them a way to interact with their grown-
up.



DON’T FORGET THE BOOKS!



The Doctor is in.





Create Ambiance

Tips & Tricks



Might be Messy so Prepare Staff
Durability of the toys  

(plan to replace toys or switch themes sooner)
Label All Parts

Tips & Tricks



Extend that curiosity with circulating STEAM kits & programming.

Tips & Tricks



Older kids interact in more complex ways.



Procuring Props, Scenery, 
or Special Equipment

 Unexpected donations of unique items: Giant animal sculpture anyone?

 Special equipment is not always as pricey as you think.

Light tables, magnet boards, store front, play sets from Amazon or Ikea

 Be okay with replacing well-loved items: Cash register

 Thrift stores

 Every town has woodworkers who like to give to the community

Just be specific about your design so it fits in with your vision

 Civic groups and Friends groups like to donate money for specific things that 

will get high use.



Where?

 A section of empty wall

 End cap of a bookshelf

 A small corner

 Middle of room

 book shelf

 Top of a book shelf

 Part of a table



Resources
 Teachers pay Teachers

 Pinterest

 Other Libraries!

 Marie Boleman
Oshkosh Public Library
boleman@oshkoshpubliclibrary.org
920-236-5207

 Katrina Wulff
Neenah Public Library
wulff@neenahlibrary.org
920-886-6335


